
LANG 3099 English Talk 1

LANG 3099 ENGLISH TALK
Credit Points 10

Legacy Code 102813

Coordinator David McInnes (https://directory.westernsydney.edu.au/
search/name/David McInnes/)

Description In English Talk students engage with spoken forms of
English communication, ranging from the casual conversations and
interactions of everyday life, through the spoken texts of contemporary
media to the more formal spoken genres of political speeches, lectures
and other forms of public discourse. Students learn how to analyse
forms of spoken English using speech act theory, conversation
analysis, and functional models of analysis. Students are provided
opportunities to consider their own participation in spoken forms of
discourse in English by constructing, analysing and redeveloping the
kinds of spoken interaction they will participate in in professional and
social settings.

School Humanities & Comm Arts

Discipline Linguistics

Student Contribution Band HECS Band 1 10cp

Check your fees via the Fees (https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/
currentstudents/current_students/fees/) page.

Level Undergraduate Level 3 subject

Equivalent Subjects TEAC 3008 - English Language Linguistics

Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this subject, students should be able to:

1. Outline the key developments in linguistic approaches to the study
of spoken English.

2. Apply a set of analyses to naturally occurring texts, including
analysis of Speech Acts, Adjacency Pairs and Exchange Structure.

3. Use a combination of Mood and Speech Function analysis to
describe the roles of participants in conversational exchange.

4. Construct, analyse and reconstruct interactive spoken text to
facilitate more successful communication.

Subject Content
1. Speech Act Theory. 
2. Ethnomethodology and Conversational Analysis: Turn constructional
units and adjacency pairs. 
3. The Birmingham School: The structure of conversational exchange. 
4. Systemic Functional approaches to conversation: Speech Function,
Exchange Structure and Negotiation.

Assessment
The following table summarises the standard assessment tasks for
this subject. Please note this is a guide only. Assessment tasks are
regularly updated, where there is a difference your Learning Guide takes
precedence.

Type Length Percent Threshold Individual/
Group Task

Mandatory

Discourse
Analysis

40 minutes
each

50 N Individual Y

Short
Answer

500 words
each

50 N Individual Y

Teaching Periods

Spring (2025)
Bankstown City
On-site
Subject Contact David McInnes (https://
directory.westernsydney.edu.au/search/name/David McInnes/)

View timetable (https://classregistration.westernsydney.edu.au/odd/
timetable/?subject_code=LANG3099_25-SPR_BK_1#subjects)

Parramatta - Victoria Rd
On-site
Subject Contact David McInnes (https://
directory.westernsydney.edu.au/search/name/David McInnes/)

View timetable (https://classregistration.westernsydney.edu.au/odd/
timetable/?subject_code=LANG3099_25-SPR_PS_1#subjects)
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