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BACHELOR OF PSYCHOLOGY
(HONOURS) (1865)
Approved Abbreviation: BPsy(Hons) 
Western Sydney University Program Code: 1865 
AQF Level: 8 

CRICOS Code: 106080C

This program applies to students who commenced in 2022 or later.

Students should follow the program structure for the session start date
relevant to the year they commenced.

For Commencement Year 2018 to 2021 - Please refer
to 1865.1 Bachelor of Psychology (Honours) (http://
handbook.westernsydney.edu.au/hbook/course.aspx?course=1865.1)

For Commencement Year 2017 - please refer to 1834.1 Bachelor
of Psychology (http://handbook.westernsydney.edu.au/hbook/
course.aspx?course=1834.1)

Bachelor of Psychology (Honours) is a four-year degree that equips
students with a thorough grounding in the scientific discipline of
psychology.

Take the first step to understand why we think, feel, and behave the way
we do in personal, professional, and societal environments. Allow us
to take you on a scientific discovery to understand individual abilities,
attitudes and the beginnings of our personality and emotional states.
You will develop knowledge and skills to understand and explain human
behaviour and experience. You will have the option to include electives
in your study program such as Digital Mental Health; Behaviour and
Environment; Psychology, Crime and Law; and Positive Psychology.

Students have the opportunity to study minors in the areas such as
health sciences, business, education and social sciences to add the
knowledge and skills of other disciplines and to enhance career options
and job-readiness.

After the first three years of the fundamentals of psychology you may
progress to the 4th year Honours program to further enhance your
knowledge and skills and prepare you for a range of work opportunities
or pathways to postgraduate studies in research or in professional
training programs towards registration as a generalist or clinical
psychologist.

As a valued undergraduate student at Western, you will be eligible for
early applications and interviews for our psychology postgraduate
programs.

This degree is also available for graduate entry, please refer to the
admission criteria for further information.

Students who do not meet the entry requirements for entry into fourth
year, or who do not wish to continue to fourth year, must transfer
to 1904 Bachelor of Psychological Science (exit only) (https://
hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/programs/bachelor-psychological-
science-exit-only/#text) to graduate.

Early Exit
Students may exit this program on completion of 240 credit points
with a 1904 Bachelor of Psychological Science (exit only) (https://
hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/programs/bachelor-psychological-
science-exit-only/)

Study Mode
Four years full-time or eight years part-time.

Program Advice
Program Advice (Psychology-UG-APA@westernsydney.edu.au)

Undergraduate Psychology Academic Program Advisor (https://
directory.westernsydney.edu.au/search/email/Psychology-UG-
ACA@westernsydney.edu.au)

Prospective students should visit the following websites for general
enquiries about this program.

Enquire about this program (https://enquiry.westernsydney.edu.au/
courseenquiry/)| Local Admission (https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/
future/) | International Admission (https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/
international/home/apply/admissions/) |

Location
Campus Attendance Mode Advice
Bankstown City
Campus

Full Time Internal See above

Bankstown City
Campus

Part Time Internal See above

Parramatta
Campus -
Victoria Road

Full Time Internal See above

Parramatta
Campus -
Victoria Road

Part Time Internal See above

Penrith Campus Full Time Internal See above
Penrith Campus Part Time Internal See above

Accreditation
This Program is accredited by the Australian Psychology Accreditation
Council (APAC) on the basis that it meets all the APAC Accreditation
Standards (2019) for a fourth year sequence of study in psychology.

Admission
Admission requirements for students
who commenced studies in this program
in Spring 2025 and prior years
UAC entry: A competitive ATAR; or equivalent rank for school leavers
and non-recent school leavers.  All applicants with a completed or
partially completed university degree must have achieved a GPA of 5 or
above.

Graduate entry for students with a prior bachelor degree who have
achieved a GPA of 5 or above, will be granted advanced standing for
non-psychology subjects (80 credit points), which means that students
will complete 240 credit points, equivalent to three years full-time.

Entry to the fourth year of the Bachelor of Psychology (Honours) is
limited to students who have achieved an Average Admission Mark
of 70+ in Level 2 and 3 Psychology subjects. Students who have
successfully completed the first three years, but who do not achieve
this standard, or do not accept a place in the Honours program, will
graduate with program 1904 Bachelor of Psychological Science (exit
only) (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/programs/bachelor-
psychological-science-exit-only/#text).

Applications from Australian and New Zealand citizens and holders of
permanent resident visas may be made via the Universities Admissions
Centre (UAC) or directly through the Western Portal. Use the links below
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to apply via UAC or Western Sydney University. Applications made
directly to Western Sydney do not have an application fee.

http://www.uac.edu.au/ 
https://westernsydney.uac.edu.au/ws/

Applicants who have undertaken studies overseas may have to provide
proof of proficiency in English. Local applicants who are applying
through the Universities Admissions Centre (UAC) will find details of
minimum English proficiency requirements and acceptable proof on the
UAC website. Local applicants applying directly to the University should
also use the information provided on the UAC website.

International students currently completing an Australian Year 12 in or
outside Australia, an International Baccalaureate in Australia or a New
Zealand National Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA) level 3
must apply via UAC International.

http://www.uac.edu.au/

All other International applicants must apply directly to the University
via the International Office.

International students applying to the University through the
International Office can find details of minimum English proficiency
requirements and acceptable proof on their website.

International Office (http://www.westernsydney.edu.au/international/)

Overseas qualifications must be deemed by the Australian Education
International - National Office of Overseas Skills Recognition (AEI-
NOOSR) to be equivalent to Australian qualifications in order to be
considered by UAC and Western Sydney University.

Admission requirements for
students commencing studies in this
program from Autumn 2026 and future
years                
The following applicants will be considered on ATAR or equivalent rank:

• No previous university study (bachelor or higher)
• Previous university study (bachelor or higher) attempted more than

10 years prior to program commencement.

Applicants that have university study attempts in the last 10 years
must refer to the relevant information below depending on whether the
study was in a non-Psychology or Psychology sequence as this will
impact eligibility for this program.

Applicants with completed or partially completed university study
(bachelor or higher) within the last 10 years (non-Psychology
sequence)

• GPA of 5 or above.

Additional information

Graduate pathway (non-Psychology sequence) - Credit for prior
learning

Applicants who have completed a bachelor degree within the last 10
years and have achieved a GPA of 5 or above will be granted advanced
standing for non-psychology subjects (80 credit points), which means
that students will complete 240 credit points, equivalent to three years
full-time study.

Applicants who have completed an approved accredited university
degree sequence in psychology in the last 10 years:

Are not eligible for this program and are recommended to apply for:

• 1905 Bachelor of Psychological Science (Honours) (WSU students);
or

• 1796 Graduate Diploma in Psychology (Non-WSU students)

Applicants who have attempted, but not completed an approved
accredited university degree sequence in psychology in the last 10
years:

Are not eligible for this program and are recommended to apply for:

• 1910 Bachelor of Psychological and Social Science; or
• 1706 Bachelor of Arts (Psychology)

Credit for prior learning into 1910 or 1706 may be granted for previous
study.

Entry to the fourth year of the Bachelor of Psychology (Honours) is
limited to students who have achieved an Average Admission Mark of
75+ in core accredited Level 2 and 3 Psychology subjects.  The School
may offer places below this Average Admission Mark standard if there
is supervisory capacity.

Students who have successfully completed the first three years, but
who do not achieve this standard, or do not accept a place in the
Honours program, will graduate with the Bachelor of Psychological
Science (exit only).

Applications from Australian and New Zealand citizens and holders of
permanent resident visas may be made via the Universities Admissions
Centre (UAC) or directly through the Western Portal. Use the links below
to apply via UAC or Western Sydney University. Applications made
directly to Western Sydney do not have an application fee.

http://www.uac.edu.au/ 
https://westernsydney.uac.edu.au/ws/

Applicants who have undertaken studies overseas may have to provide
proof of proficiency in English. Local applicants who are applying
through the Universities Admissions Centre (UAC) will find details of
minimum English proficiency requirements and acceptable proof on the
UAC website. Local applicants applying directly to the University should
also use the information provided on the UAC website.

International students currently completing an Australian Year 12 in or
outside Australia, an International Baccalaureate in Australia or a New
Zealand National Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA) level 3
must apply via UAC International.

http://www.uac.edu.au/

All other International applicants must apply directly to the University
via the International Office.

International students applying to the University through the
International Office can find details of minimum English proficiency
requirements and acceptable proof on their website.

International Office (http://www.westernsydney.edu.au/international/)

Overseas qualifications must be deemed by the Australian Education
International - National Office of Overseas Skills Recognition (AEI-
NOOSR) to be equivalent to Australian qualifications in order to be
considered by UAC and Western Sydney University.

Program Structure
Qualification for this award requires the successful completion of 320
credit points including the subjects listed under the Sequence tab.
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All students must successfully complete 140 credit points of subjects
at Level 3 or above for the Honours degree.

All non-graduate entry students must complete:

• 140 credit points of Psychology core subjects, and
• 20 credit points of Psychology Alternate subjects, and
• One minor (40 credit points) and electives (40 credit points), or two

minors (80 credit points), and
• An honours fourth year.

Graduate entry students must complete:

• 140 credit points of Psychology core subjects,  and
• 20 credit points of Psychology Alternate subjects, and
• An honours fourth year.

Graduate entry students will receive advanced standing for 80 credit
points and will not be required to complete a minor.

Recommended Sequence
Qualification for this award requires the successful completion of 320
credit points including the subjects listed below.

Full-time start-year intake
Course Title Credit

Points
Year 1
Autumn session
BEHV 1018 Psychology: Human Behaviour 10
BEHV 2018 Personality 10
20 credit points of Psychology Alternate subjects, minor
subjects or elective

20

  Credit Points 40
Spring session
BEHV 1016 Psychology: Behavioural Science 10
BEHV 1003 Introduction to Research Methods 10
20 credit points of Psychology Alternate subjects, minor
subjects or elective

20

  Credit Points 40
Year 2
Autumn session
MATH 2006 Experimental Design and Analysis 10
BEHV 2002 Brain and Behaviour 10
BEHV 2010 Perception 10
10 credit points of Psychology Alternate subjects, minor
subjects or elective

10

  Credit Points 40
Spring session
BEHV 3014 Motivation and Emotion 10
BEHV 2005 Human Learning 10
BEHV 3023 Social Psychology 10
10 credit points of Psychology Alternate subjects, minor
subjects or elective

10

  Credit Points 40
Year 3
Autumn session
BEHV 3004 Advanced Research Methods 10
BEHV 3009 Developmental Psychology 10

20 credit points of Psychology Alternate subjects, minor
subjects or elective

20

  Credit Points 40
Spring session
BEHV 3002 Abnormal Psychology 10
BEHV 3007 Cognitive Processes 10
20 credit points of Psychology Alternate subjects, minor
subjects or elective

20

  Credit Points 40

  Total Credit Points 240

Psychology Alternate Subjects
Subject Title Credit

Points
Students must choose 20 credit points from the following list of
pool subjects.

20

BEHV 1001 Behaviour and Environment
BEHV 3010 Health Psychology
BEHV 1010 Positive Psychology: The Science of Happiness,

Resilience, and Wellbeing
BEHV 3018 Psychology and the Online World
BEHV 3021 Psychology, Crime and Law
BEHV 3019 Psychology of Language
BEHV 1024 Applied Psychology
BEHV 1025 Usable Design

Total Credit Points 20

Suggested Minors
Note: not all minors are available on all campuses. Please check
availability.

Business, Minor (0299) (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-
minors/business-minor/)
Child and Community, Minor (0045) (https://
hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-minors/child-community-minor/)
Criminology and Criminal Justice, Minor (0006) (https://
hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-minors/criminology-criminal-
justice-minor/)
Economics, Minor (0300) (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/
majors-minors/economics-minor/)
Education Studies, Minor (0129) (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/
majors-minors/education-studies-minor/)
Global Sustainability, Minor (0196) (https://
hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-minors/global-sustainability-
minor/)
Health Practice Management, Minor (0240) (https://
hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-minors/health-practice-
management-minor/)
Health Promotion, Minor (0052) (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/
majors-minors/health-promotion-minor/)
Health and Recreation, Minor (0243) (https://
hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-minors/health-recreation-minor/)
Human Resource Management, Minor (0301) (https://
hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-minors/human-resource-
management-minor/)
Marketing, Minor (0291) (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-
minors/marketing-minor/)
Public Health, Minor (0055) (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/
majors-minors/public-health-minor/)
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At the end of the 3rd Year, students who successfully
complete 240 credit points may exit and graduate with
1904 Bachelor of Psychological Science (exit only) (https://
hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/programs/bachelor-psychological-
science-exit-only/#text).

Minor elective spaces
Elective subjects may be used toward obtaining an additional approved
minor (40 credit points).  Western Sydney University offers minors in a
range of areas including Sustainability and Indigenous Studies.

Global Sustainability Minor (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/
majors-minors/global-sustainability-minor/)  
Indigenous Australian Studies Minor (https://
hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-minors/indigenous-australian-
studies-minor/)

Sustainable Futures, Minor  (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/
majors-minors/sustainable-futures-minor/#structuretext)

Western Sydney University also offers the following
innovative transdisciplinary Challenge Minors (https://
www.westernsydney.edu.au/educational_partnerships_and_quality/
home/challenge_minors/) which we encourage those students who
have elective space to consider.

Equitable Technologies (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-
minors/equitable-technologies-minor/) 
Urban Evolution (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-minors/
urban-evolution-minor/) 
Migration and Global Change  (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/
majors-minors/migration-global-change-minor/)  
Personal Innovation (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-
minors/personal-innovation-minor/)     
Innovating, Creating and Problem Solving (https://
hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-minors/innovating-creating-
problem-solving-minor/)  
Eco-Socially Conscious Design and Manufacturing (https://
hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-minors/eco-socially-conscious-
design-manufacturing-minor/) 
Water for Life  (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-minors/
water-life-minor/) 
Climate Justice (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-minors/
climate-justice-minor/) 
Creative and Visual Communication (https://
hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-minors/creative-visual-
communication-minor/) 
Global Workplaces (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-
minors/global-workplaces-minor/) 
Innovating For Humans (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-
minors/innovating-humans-minor/)  
Creative Living for Cultural Wellbeing  (https://
hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-minors/creative-living-cultural-
wellbeing-minor-/)  
Ideate.Strategise.Innovate. (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/
majors-minors/ideate-strategise-innovate-minor/) 
Humanising Data (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/majors-
minors/humanising-data-minor/)

For more information, visit the Challenge Minor (https://
www.westernsydney.edu.au/educational_partnerships_and_quality/
home/challenge_minors/) website.

Search for majors and minors (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/
majors-minors/)

Students can apply for an elective minor via Western Now.

WesternNow (https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/westernnow/)

Honours Fourth Year (80 credit points)
Degree rules for exit and/or progression after 3rd year in the Bachelor
of Psychology (Honours).

Entry into the embedded Honours is limited to students who have
completed the first three years of the program and have obtained an
Average Admission Mark of 75+ in Level 2 and 3 Psychology subjects.
(Please refer to the Admissions tab.)

Students who have successfully completed the first three years,
but who do not achieve this standard, or do not apply for Honours,
will be transferred to 1904 Bachelor of Psychological Science (exit
only) (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/programs/bachelor-
psychological-science-exit-only/#text) to graduate with that degree.

For advice, prospective students and current students should
contact the Psychology Honours/Fourth Year Academic Program
Advisor (https://hbook.westernsydney.edu.au/programs/bachelor-
psychology-honours/Psychology-Year4-APA &lt;Psychology-Year4-
APA@westernsydney.edu.au&gt/).

For students progressing to the embedded Honours year, the program
structure is as follows:

Full-time Embedded Honours Pathway
Please note: students must enrol in BEHV 4004 Psychology Research
Thesis and BEHV 4006 Research Methods Seminar in both Autumn and
Spring sessions in order to receive final grades and credit points.

Course Title Credit
Points

Autumn session
BEHV 4009 Advanced Topics in Contemporary

Psychology
10

WELF 4002 Counselling and Consultation 10
BEHV 4006 Research Methods Seminar 10
BEHV 4004 Psychology Research Thesis 15

  Credit Points 45
Spring session
BEHV 4005 Theory and Practice of Psychological

Assessment and Intervention
10

BEHV 4006 Research Methods Seminar 10
BEHV 4004 Psychology Research Thesis 15

  Credit Points 35

  Total Credit Points 80

Part-time Embedded Honours Pathway
Please note: Students must enrol in in BEHV 4004 Psychology
Research Thesis and BEHV 4006 Research Methods Seminar in both
Autumn and Spring sessions in order to receive final grades and credit
points.

Course Title Credit
Points

Year 1
Autumn session
WELF 4002 Counselling and Consultation 10
BEHV 4006 Research Methods Seminar 10

  Credit Points 20
Spring session
BEHV 4005 Theory and Practice of Psychological

Assessment and Intervention
10
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BEHV 4006 Research Methods Seminar 10

  Credit Points 20
Year 2
Autumn session
BEHV 4009 Advanced Topics in Contemporary

Psychology
10

BEHV 4004 Psychology Research Thesis 15

  Credit Points 25
Spring session
BEHV 4004 Psychology Research Thesis 15

  Credit Points 15

  Total Credit Points 80


